“A corpus-based analysis of logical metonymy constructions with Italian aspectual verbs cominciare, finire, interrompere and concludere.”

Tesi di Lilian Schrik

Relatore: Professoressa Elisabetta Jezek                              



                       Correlatore:  Professoressa Irina Prodanof




Data di discussione: 23 febbraio 2009
Laurea Specialistica in Linguistica Teorica ed Applicata

Università degli Studi di Pavia


Anno Accademico 2007-2008


Abstract:

In my dissertation, I investigate the phenomenon of logical metonymy, i.e. constructions where the noun complement of a word in syntax appears to be different from that argument in logical form (e.g., begin the book is begin reading the book). Specifically, I concentrate on transitive metonymic sentences occurring in the Italian language with a range of so-called eventive (or aspectual) verbs, namely cominciare ‘to begin’, finire ‘to finish’, interrompere ‘to interrupt’ and concludere ‘to conclude’. These predicates typically occur in metonymic constructions, since they require an eventive complement and therefore allow certain artefactual noun complements to be interpreted as particular events. 
The logical metonymy constructions are extracted from a large corpus of Italian language and for each aspectual verb particular attention is paid to the distribution of the phenomenon, the range of possible meanings these constructions are able to express, the paradigm of syntactic forms the verb exhibits to express a single meaning (i.e., multiple subcategorisation (Pustejovsky, 1995)), the predicate’s selectional behaviour with respect to the semantic types of the direct objects with which it combines, and the role of context in the interpretations of these construction types.  In the discussion of the corpus data, I demonstrate that the aspectual predicates under investigation do not behave in a similar fashion with respect to the majority of the above characteristics.
Another important part of my dissertation is dedicated to the verification of a series of hypothesis and constraints on logical metonymy which have been proposed in the literature. The verified approaches can be categorized in two main types: (a) approaches adopting a Sense Enumeration model (Godard & Jayez (1993)) and Copestake & Briscoe (1995)), and (b) approaches assuming the existence of a Generative Lexicon (Pustejovsky (1995)) and (Pustejovsky & Jezek (2009)). The results of this verification demonstrate that the latter type of approach is more appropriate to account for the corpus data. 

In the final chapter of my dissertation, I attempt to verify to what extent the semantic information encoded in PAROLE/SIMPLE/CLIPS, a large computational lexical knowledge base of Italian language, is able to account for the interpretations of the investigated logical metonymy constructions. My findings suggest that, for the majority of the cases, the semantic information encoded in this lexicon results insufficient to generate the correct meanings of the metonymic sentences extracted from the corpus. 

