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The analysis of the distribution of small mammals in the Italian mainland during the Plio-

Pleistocene and their immigration in the Peninsula indicates the presence of many species of oriental

European origin, a few iberoccitanic elements and some emdemic species. The Italian peninsula

belongs to a western Mediterranean bioprovince. The north-eastern region of Italy is a transitional

biogeographical zone between this province and the central European and Balcanic areas.
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