Lorenzo Carletta  Group “J”     November 10th 2007

Task 1 - Report about Trinity College meeting.

In the 7th of November our group met some students of Trinity College of Connecticut, where students from some parts uf USA took part to a studing travel in Rome to learn more deeply Italian and continue their studies, of corse.

The students we have talked to seemed to be shy and, by me, they probably were already formed into a “you ask and we answer” format. I think this has turned a friendly and convivial experience into a forced tour work… That is bad.

However, I had the possibility to tell my experience to four boys, who I tried to relax in the easiest way I know: giving them wine and cigarettes. Unfortunately, this didn’t worked as I hoped: they were surely relaxed, but didn’t escape from the “forced tour” format.

Among the tale, I was helped by darkness. Just because they weren’t able to see my face and the gratest part of my body, (I hope) they didn’t get contitioned by my opinion, that should be expressed in unwanted movements of face, hands and body.

Maybe I wasn’t able to communicate my intent (even if I don’t know what I wanted to say!) to anglo speakers as I do with italians, or they have just a different way to mean “fun” that is different from mine and is not possibile to communicate, even with a good translation.

They told about my tale: “Terribile!” and “They were drunk, they are assholes”.

The effect of this tale on people from Italy and Usa is different. In the tape we recorded italians start laughing at the end, americans seem confused, as they have not really understood at all.

They didn’t found this funny, but just disappointing and very, very strange.

Even when other people found it funny, they weren’t able to – even to accomodate.

It’s interesting to notice how they tried to talk of something else after the tale, giving an answer more pertinent to the question “What do you think about it?” only the third time I asked them for.

