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Toward the End of Ecofeminism

In the last three decades, ecofeminists have made concerted efforts to demystify the construction of alterity and otherness as inherent in women and nature.  Although this approach intends to promote non-sexist world-view, it also tends to inscribe "alterity" or “otherness” as a monolithic identity for women and nature.  Such an overgeneralization and totalization of “others” appear to oversimplify the power structure within and beyond the existing western culture hegemony.  In the new millennium, the on-going globalization heightens our awareness of the dynamic and interactive nature of cultural formation within the international communities.  It is noted that both “the global” and “the local” are conceptual constructs.  In reality, there is no irrefutable demarcation between the global and the local.  Above all, oppression and complicity are mutually imbricated in the process of globalization.  In consequence, the theorizing of ecofeminism cannot stay on critiquing androcentrism and the continuous western cultural hegemony. 

Modern political theorists such as Hannah Arendt (1958), F. R. Dallmyr (1984), and Jurgen Habermas (1987) claim that making a speech is taking a both a formal and an informal political action.  However, as one’s becoming a speaking subject is intricately connected to one’s identity formation in social/institutional settings, it is not cogent for a speaker to claim his or her own de-contextualized subjectivity.  Nevertheless, poststructuralists’ remarkable efforts to destabilize varied human identities especially question the existence of the singular and unified “subject.”  While subalterns may lament poststructural annihilation of “subjectivity,” their presumably “problematic” subjectivities have not prevented them from undertaking discursive practices, either to reassure or to further negotiate identities.  It seems that questionable subjectivities have no bearing on regulating discursive practices concerning individual human actions and political coalitions.  At first glance, positionality appears to fill the void after the demise of “subjectivity” in metropolitan academic settings.  However, it is not clear whether positionality as the functional analogue of subjectivity has made a radical departure from the troubled subjectivity.  

The main purpose of this paper is to inquire into the theorizing of “ecofeminism,” which disclose intersections and divergence in the processes of identity formation and coalition-building.   I first explore the complicated interplay of local and global environmental concerns.  I point out that the ongoing ecofeminist movement appears to take a definite positionality as they solidify conceptual linkages between the oppression of women and ecological destruction.  Drawing from varied versions of ecofeminism, I unmask the resurgence of singular subjectivity that is disguised as fluid identity or flexible positionality.  In light of W. E. B. Du Bois’ conception of “double consciousness,” I argue that ecofeminists cannot focus exclusively on de-centering what Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak terms "the great macrostructural dominant group."  Instead, the demystification of alterity of woman and nature must attend and attest to the in-betweenness among diverse dominant and subordinate groups.  Next, I examine the merits of the inherent epistemic privilege of the marginalized people’s "double consciousness" in defining, conceptualizing, and implementing social reform movements.  While I affirm ecofeminists’ efforts at both theoretical and practical levels, I argue that ecofeminists must, metaphorically speaking, “double” their double-consciousness by questioning the aims and consequences of ecofeminist activism in the age of globalization. 
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