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Archivia 

 The birth of Archivia has opened various possibilities: the reunification of a wealth of great value, recognized as such by the archives’ authority; the constitution of an autonomous subject, rich in competence and history, able to preserve the material produced by women and make it accessible; the planning of cultural events.

Some of the founding Associations who operated in the ex “Buon Pastore” in Rome since 1985, and participated to the long and strenuous negotiation with the City Council of Rome for the restoration of the building and its destination to the female citizenship, sustained the need – both towards the institutions, and in the path of the constituent Casa Internazionale delle Donne – to create a place for the conservation and transmission of women’s culture. Archivia is part of the Casa Internazionale delle Donne by osmosis, being its heart and historic memory. 

Archivia established in 2003, by eleven groups who had kept important and diverse women’s literature throughout the years:

- Centro di documentazione internazionale Alma Sabatini, born in 1988; 

- Centro di Documentazione Studi sul Femminismo, born in 1972

- Paese delle donne associazione per l’informazione, born in 1986 

- Centro Simonetta Tosi born in nel 1973

- Circolo UDI La goccia di Roma born in 1984

- CLI Collegamento lesbiche italiane born in 1981

- Cooperativa Libera Stampa Noi Donne’s Editor, born in 1944

- Associazione Differenza Donna born in 1989 

- Archivio fotografico Franca Zacchei  from the Seventhies’. 

- Udi - Scienza della vita quotidiana - Lidia Menapace  born in 1998.

- Movimento di liberazione della donna born in 1971.

 Archivia’s heritage comes from the single stories of the founders.

· a tradition of conservation, cataloguing, incrementation, openness to the public, reference service for scholars – which characterize it today as a historical mine and library; 

· numerous events meant to value and spread women’s culture through exhibitions, editions, encounters and seminars – which orient its choices of cultural politics today;

· the work of research and discussion on the peculiarities of the woman subject in computer cataloguing, cataloguing by subject, and on the visibility and development on the net, which has flowed into courses for specialized file clerks, and in  the creation of a specific cataloguing application – that allowed the Women Documentation Centres to join the SBN (National Library Service), the Lilith network, and the Archivi del Novecento.

The activities that are planned and monitored by the Council have aimed at: 

· the allocation of funds, to safeguard conservation and access 

· the cataloguing, to make them accessible to consultation through the SBN and Lilith networks and, for the archives, through the network  Archivi del ‘900

· the opening to the public, and the References service for students and researchers 

· the planning of meetings, conventions and exhibitions that give value the wealth of materials and knowledge of the associations. 

The many initiatives – conventions, exhibitions, meetings – have brought about a greater and more consolidated visibility and recognition of the Association.  

· The Convention “Feminisms of yesterday and today. A comparison of theory and practices”, in cooperation with Culture Area of the Consorzio Casa Internazionale delle Donne and other Associations, has produced a re-threading of relations which are key to the circulation of women’s thought

· The series of encounters, organized in cooperation with the Culture Area of the Consortium, the “Theses with a gender subject sector”, proposed a debate on the work of the woman graduate with women who are specialized on the subject of her thesis, creating relations among different fields and stimulating new developments (and new job opportunities).  

· The course “Pain as a public issue” organized by the Culture Area  of the Consortium  marked a moment of elaboration and reflection starting from the when the “private” made its entrance on the public scene 

· The documentarial photographic exhibition “Agenda 1974” and “Ventennale del CFS“ aroused a strong interest for the richness of the visual material contained in Archivia. There were many requests from reporters, researchers, directors, architects whom, for different purposes are now working on our material. The exhibition “Agenda 1974”  that was taken to the Film Festival in Bologna between the 17th and the 20th of November 2005 was appreciated by more than 800 participants. 

· The Convention “Tesori di carta” has produced a synergy among specialists, institutions, and users of the Library giving impulse to new projects. 

· The workshop “The Archives of women” and “The feminist revews”,  with the participation of graduates and graduees of the University  La Sapienza, stimulated both the desire to reschedule it in 2007, and a profitable relation of cooperation between the researchers and the library for their master and doctorate theses. 

A strong growth of users characterized the flow in 2005. We counted 300 visitors, some of whom came to the Library for weeks. 

