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Keeping faith: undoing Zeno (of Elea) at the periphery

  By sharing the unlikely experience of doing feminist and indigenous philosophy within the Philippine context in these postmodern times, this paper contributes to explorations of  implications the "free-floating signifier" may have upon the teaching, research and advocacy of peripheral women philosophers in their attempts to challenge universalist and patriarchal philosophy.  

  The Philippine educational system owes its beginnings to Spanish and American colonizers.   At its core and foundation was philosophy guiding the way to proper membership in the Great Chain of Being.  Schooling in the philosophical ideals of rationality, humanism, justice and individualism was the prerogative of males preparing for the priesthood or the ministry. This flattening universalism and patriarchy of philosophy could nonetheles serve as consolations to one like me, who back in 1971 decided to shift from English to Philosophy as major. Zeno's arguments against motion were crucial to this turning point, as they promised the still point from which all of one's turbulences and traumas were mere illusions.  

  Of course later on one was to learn there was a whole menu of still points - from the vedas, the buddha's, that of the Taoist sages, and, even indigenous Filipino.  Soon one learned to question - "still point according to whom?", as gender, race, class, ethnicity, and others became recognized as determining axes.  And so one  researched-recovered, taught and advocated, against forbidding odds, an indigenous Filipino and feminine-inclusive way of thinking.  But way before these motivated projects could take off, postmodern theory with its verdict of "romanticizing," "essentializing," "searching for lost origins," promote paralysis and quietism.

  And one is back to Zeno.  Is motion really possible?  How can one move against or  away from the center, if one is destined to reinscribe again the object of resistance? More  significantly, how can one keep faith in undoing philosophy as woman and as Filipino, when these very terms that one helped so painstakingly to delineate are now under erasure?          

