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The topic of building the female identity is closely connected to including women’s history into a cultural, politic, philosophic, pedagogical tradition that has been monopolized and declared by the male gender. 

What happens particularly within the instructive and educational processes, both at institutional and unofficial level, is that the girl child has been subjected to a subordinate pedagogical and educational pattern, inclined  to immobilize the female image into behaviors and thought patterns functional to her “biological nature”: roles and tasks related to the household and caring. Such roles and tasks have been imposed, managed and spread by a leading, predominant male imagery.   

 This awareness has started up a new research tradition in the pedagogical-educational field, that is minding a standard through exploiting the difference of gender. This is its own cultural, methodological, researching standard, that is susceptible to any attempt of homologating-subordinating female education, and directly affects the building of a new, freer female identity.   

In some historical periods, thanks to certain cultural and political circumstances, an innovative turmoil took place, in order to let girl children　approaching education, and change well-established misogynous social structures. Such kind of change happened in the Eighteen Century, when women were cunningly able to resort to the very same conditioning performed by the male authority, in order to approach new freedoms. And they achieve, through practicing social relationships, educational fellowship  and a different awareness of their own motherhood.

Private places like the toilet table, the drawing room, and the house emerge as places for social fellowship. Private spaces in the Academies serve the purpose of creating new supporting network between women. The guarantee of the “cicisbeo” allows women to enter in the world and to be represented there. The custom of wet-nursing allows them to delegate their own body to other women, and to choose new ways of being a mother; while taking care of their body, luxury and fashion begin a path in order to express themselves.    

 We are talking about the ways to delegate. They are tools that recall the web of Penelope, yet that are useful, indeed, to get out of a male authority, taking advantage from the very same conditioning built by the patriarchal system as means of banishment and subordination in order to change them into occasion of self-determination.

 Therefore, analyzing such strategies of freedom through retreat, and, at    the same time, discussing again the identity of the female gender socially and culturally built with its educational and social transmission devices, might, indeed, lay the path for and be a valid research theory. Such theory might, also, be pondered by a new position and significance of the female identity in the area of the education history, examining different customs, even original, used by women in order to approach the world and the education.  

