General information about TOEFL and IELTS

There are two widely recognized international standardized tests that assess a person’s proficiency in English: TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) and IELTS (International English Language Testing System). These tests usually serve as part of the requirements for non-native English speakers applying for immigration or seeking university admission in English-speaking countries.

Although both tests are recognized by most English-speaking countries, IELTS is found to be widely used in the UK and Australia, while TOEFL is mainly used in the US and Canada. TOEFL tends to focus on North American countries while IELTS has a broader scope. Both tests assess abilities in reading, writing, speaking and listening, although there are some differences in the format.

TOEFL is conducted by ETS (Educational Testing Service), a private nonprofit educational testing and assessment organization. IELTS is jointly managed by the British Council, University of Cambridge and IELTS Australia.

IELTS scores are given in a band of 0-9jwhile TOEFL scores are between 310 and 577. IELTS last for 2 hours and 45 minutes while TOEFL lasts for 4 hours. IELTS offers a General Training Version for those who would be working in environments that are not academic in nature; those who expect to be in academic environments need to take the Academic Version. TOEFL does not make that distinction.

Course Outline
· General overview of the structure and content of the new exams compared to previous ones
· Reading skills:

· Understanding vocabulary from context

· Recognizing referents

· Simplifying the meanings of sentences

· Inserting sentences into passages

· Finding factual information

· Understanding negative facts

· Making inferences from stated facts

· Inferring rhetorical purpose

· Selecting summary information

· Completing schematic tables

· Listening skills:

· Understanding the gist

· Understanding details

· Understanding the function

· Understanding the speaker’s stance

· Understanding the organization

· Understanding relationships

· Speaking skills:

· Independent and Integrated tasks

· Planning and making the free-choice response 

· Planning and making the paired-choice response

· Noting the main points as you read and listen

· Planning and making the response (Integrated tasks)

· Writing skills:

· Noting the main points as you read and listen (Integrated task)

· Planning before you write

· Writing a topic statement and unified supporting paragraphs

· Reviewing sentence structure and grammar

· Planning the Independent task

· Writing the introduction, supporting paragraphs and the conclusion

